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Abstract

Heath care providers should be comfortable with normal as well as pathologic findings in
the lips as the lips are highly visible and may display symptoms of local as well as
systemic inflammatory, allergic, irritant and neoplastic alterations. Fortunately, the lips
are easily accessible. The evaluation should include a careful history and physical
examination including visual inspection as well as palpation of the lips and an
examination of associated cervical, submandibular and submental nodes. Pathologic and
microscopic studies, as well as a review of medications, allergies and habits may further
highlight possible etiologies. Many lip conditions, including premalignant changes are
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