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Highlights 

 This paper puts forward the reasons that policymakers should invest in big data to 

improve the health of their populations. 

 “Smart cities” are beginning to invest in this area to improve health. 

 Model approaches for making large quantities of data available to researchers and 

clinicians among other stakeholders are described. 

 We also present the current state of big data approaches to improve clinical care 

including specific examples. 

 We discuss policy issues around and examples of successful regulatory approaches, 

including deidentification and privacy protection. 
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