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Highlights

e Salivary gland malignant tumor (SGMT) represents a rare entity.

e Multidisciplinary approach, as well as management in a specialist centre are paramount.

e This analysis provides reasonable clinical recommendations based on primary tumor
location.

Abstract

Salivary gland malignant tumor (SGMT) is a malignant disease requiring multidisciplinary
approach. The rare incidence and the consequent lack of robust evidence-based medicine has
called for a comprehensive update to draw recommendations for clinical practice. This paper
is a summary of the XXX Head and Neck Unit guidelines regarding the management of
SGMT. Recommendations include the indications for exclusive and adjuvant therapy, as well
as metastatic management, for both major and minor SGMT.

Keywords
Salivary gland; parotid; head and neck cancer; radiotherapy; surgery; chemotherapy;
outcomes; management.

1. Introduction

Salivary gland malignant tumor (SGMT) is uncommon, accounting less than 5% of all head
and neck cancers, and comprises numerous histological entities [1]. The clinicopathologic
spectrum ranges from low-grade histologies to high-grade tumors, with important prognosis
differences [2]. Nowadays SGMT still represents an assortment of disease states and
continues to pose management challenges. Guidelines for SGMT suggest a variety of
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