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HIGHLIGHTS 

 A switch from aminoglycoside-containing 3-drug regimen to piperacillin-tazobactam 

as the first-line treatment for complicated appendicitis in children allowed a dramatic 

reduction of protocols deviation, and antibacterial treatment duration 

 No impact was observed on outcomes (post-operative complications, duration of 

hospital stay) 

 Female gender and sepsis or septic shock on admission were the only variables 

independently associated with post-operative intra-abdominal abscess 
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