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Modern medicine is becoming increasingly dissimilar to the practice of the past. The 20 

rate at which we double our acquisition of medical knowledge continues to 21 

accelerate. Advances in computing, micro-technology, and engineering have 22 

radically transformed our clinics and operating rooms. Over the past one hundred 23 

years, the United States saw a dramatic upsurge in the number of medical specialties 24 

(1). Sub-specialization within those specialties holds great promise but also 25 
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