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Ethics are primordial in all aspects of the research process. This includes not only the execution 

of research, but also its reporting and the reviewing and editorial processes. Sound ethics imply 

that data and conclusions are honestly obtained and attributed, accurately measured and reported, 

repeatable, and free from any dishonest manipulation or misinterpretation [1]. Research 

misconduct is any behavior by a researcher, intentional or not, that fails to scrupulously respect 

these standards: fabrication, falsification, or plagiarism in performing research, reporting results, 

or reviewing manuscripts. 

Data fabrication or falsification (omitting unwanted data or just simply inventing it) leads 

readers to erroneous conclusions that may have adverse consequences for patients in clinical 

research and clinical practice. Plagiarism, the unattributed copying of somebody’s work 

including ideas, methods or text, is just plain theft of intellectual property. Publishing the same 

results, whether totally or partially, in multiple journals is a form of self-plagiarism, and harmful 

as it overemphasizes the importance of findings. Meta-analysis based on published results can be 

highly overestimated because of redundant or duplicate studies [2]. 
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