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Highlights:  

 

 The need for novel potential treatment targets to be identified by understanding the 

mechanisms of suicide is discussed 

 How a deeper understanding of suicide can be achieved by examining lithium’s antisuicidal 

properties is illustrated 

 An integrated neurocognitive and neurobiological model of suicide is proposed to provide a 

framework for future research  

 Practical recommendations for the assessment of suicidal thinking and behaviour alongside 

its neural underpinnings are outlined 
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