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Highlights 

 Generalized shame, contextual shame and generalized guilt mediate the relationship 

between affective empathy and depressive symptoms in inpatient adolescents. 

 Cognitive empathy is associated the most strongly with contextual guilt and not related to 

depressive symptoms.  

 Shame and generalized guilt associated with affective sharing should be considered as 

possible targets for therapeutic and preventive interventions for adolescents with high 

levels of depressive symptoms. 
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