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Highlights 

 A nationally representative sample of 5,223 community-living elderly (≥ 60 years). 

 Significant interactive effect of depression and chronic disease on health care use. 

 Gender moderated association of depression with health care use in chronically ill.  

 Self-rated health mediated the association of depression with health care use. 

 The mediation by self-rated health was moderated by gender and chronic disease.  
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