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Highlights

e Depressed patients were randomized to receive one week of escitalopram or placebo
o fMRI revealed attenuated self-referential processing in the escitalopram group

e Escitalopram increased responses to positive self-processing in the MPFC/ACC

e There was yet no mood improvement, suggesting a direct effect of escitalopram

e This early change may have a role in antidepressants’ mechanism of action
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