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Abstract 

BACKGROUND: Schizophrenia (SZ) and bipolar disorder (BD) are characterized by different clinical 

symptoms, and have previously been considered as categorically separate. However, several lines 

of evidence controversially suggest that these two disorders may run on a continuum. While it is 

therefore important to evaluate the subtle differences between SZ and BD, few studies have 

investigated the difference of brain functioning between the two by focusing on the common 

symptoms of cognitive functioning and impulsivity, rather than positive/negative and mood symptoms. 

Recent developments in near-infrared spectroscopy (NIRS) technology have enabled noninvasive 
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