Author’s Accepted Manuscript
JOURNAL of
AFFECTIVE DISORDERS

The role of media in preventing student suicides: a
Hong Kong experience

Qijin Cheng, Feng Chen, Esther Lee, Paul S.F. Yip

www.elsevier.comylocate/jad

PII: S0165-0327(17)30907-2
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2017.11.007
Reference: JAD9321

To appear in:  Journal of Affective Disorders

Received date: 8 May 2017
Revised date: 19 September 2017
Accepted date: 4 November 2017

Cite this article as: Qijin Cheng, Feng Chen, Esther Lee and Paul S.F. Yip, The
role of media in preventing student suicides: a Hong Kong experience, Journal of
Affective Disorders, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2017.11.007

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for
publication. As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of
the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and
review of the resulting galley proof before it is published in its final citable form.
Please note that during the production process errors may be discovered which
could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.


http://www.elsevier.com/locate/jad
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2017.11.007
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2017.11.007

The role of media in preventing student suicides: a Hong Kong experience
Qijin Cheng?, Feng Chen®, Esther Lee®, Paul S.F. Yip®*

®Hong Kong Jockey Club Center for Suicide Research and Prevention, University of Hong
Kong, Hong Kong

®School of Mathematics and Statistics, University of New South Wales, Sydney NSW 2052
‘Hong Kong Jockey Club Center for Suicide Research and Prevention, and Department of
Social Work and Social Administration, University of Hong Kong.

*Correspondent author: Prof. Paul S. F. Yip Address: Hong Kong Jockey Club Center for
Suicide Research and Prevention, 2/F, The Hong Kong Jockey Club Building for
Interdisciplinary Research, 5 Sassoon Road, Pokfulam, Hong Kong. Telephone number: 852-
2831 5232; Fax number: 852-2549 7161. sfpyip@hku.hk

Abstract

Introduction

In view of the surge of student suicides in March 2016, a large-scale media involvement was
engaged to minimize copycat effects and to extensively spread more preventive information.

Methods

Trend differences between student suicides in overall as well as youth suicides between 2003
and 2016 were examined. Impacts of media involvement were examined as to the changes of
their intensities in reporting student suicides in different manners. Local polynomial
smoothing method was used to estimate the intensities throughout the study period.

Results

The intensity of students’ suicides has been slowly increasing since 2006, which was in
contrast to the decreasing trend of overall suicide intensity. After our engagement with the
media, acute descriptive-reporting in student suicide news has sharply dropped and remained
low since then, whereas preventive-reporting has increased sharply in March and April 2016,
but dropped back to normal afterwards. The higher intensity of preventive-reporting seemed
to have a protective effect on student suicide.

Limitations

Data of student suicides in 2016 were substantially extracted from the local news, which may
not contain complete information. The analyses suggested, but could not confirm, a causal
relationship between the changes of student suicide news-reporting and the incidents of
suicides themselves.

Conclusions

The recent surge of student suicides in Hong Kong was statistically abnormal. Media
engagement has changed local suicide news-reporting to become more preventive, which
could have contributed to the drop of student suicides. It is essential to sustain the media’s
coverage of preventive reporting to maintain its enduring effect.
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