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Highlights 

 Child health and survival in England is worse than in comparable countries. 

 This is the first study of child health policy governance and conditions 

 We identified strengths and weaknesses in child health governance and non-

governance conditions  

 Recommendations for child health governance, policy, and action are made. 

 Lessons derived from the English policy context are applicable elsewhere in 

Europe. 

 

Abstract 

The United Kingdom, like all European countries, is struggling to strengthen health 

systems and improve conditions for child health and survival. Child mortality in the UK 

has failed to improve in line with other countries. Securing optimal conditions for child 

health requires a healthy society, strong health system, and effective health care. We 

examine inter-sectoral and intra-sectoral policy and governance for child health and 

survival in England. 

Literature reviews and universally applicable clinical scenarios were used to examine 

child health problems and English policy and governance responses for improving 

child health through integrating care and strengthening health systems, over the past 
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