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Abstract 

The global burden of vector-borne diseases accounts for more than 17% of infectious 

diseases in humans. Rapid global expansion of previously obscure pathogens, such as 

Zika and chikungunya viruses in recent years highlights the importance of 

understanding how anthropogenic changes influence emergence and spillover of 

vector-borne diseases. Deforestation has been identified as one anthropogenic change 

that influences vector-borne disease prevalence, although contrasting pictures of the 
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