Author’s Accepted Manuscript

Integrating Environmental Considerations in the
Agricultural Policy Process: Evidence from Nigeria

DEVELOPMENT

Suresh Chandra Babu, George Mavrotas, Nilam
Prasai

PII: S2211-4645(17)30156-2
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envdev.2018.01.001
Reference: ENVDEV377

To appear in:  Environmental Development

Received date: 9 June 2017
Revised date: 10 January 2018
Accepted date: 11 January 2018

Cite this article as: Suresh Chandra Babu, George Mavrotas and Nilam Prasai,
Integrating Environmental Considerations in the Agricultural Policy Process:
Evidence from Nigeria, Environmental Development,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envdev.2018.01.001

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for
publication. As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of
the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and
review of the resulting galley proof before it is published in its final citable form.
Please note that during the production process errors may be discovered which
could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.


http://www.elsevier.com/locate/envdev
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envdev.2018.01.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envdev.2018.01.001

Integrating Environmental Considerations in the
Agricultural Policy Process: Evidence from Nigeria

Suresh Chandra Babul*, George Mavrotasz, and Nilam Prasai’

Abstract

Policy processes that design, develop, and implement sectoral policies often leave environmental
considerations to a central environmental authority. As a result, the environmental implications
and consequences of policies and programs, even when they are explicitly recognized as a part of
their mandate, are often ignored at the time of implementation. In this paper, we show how the
role of individual, organizational, and system level factors in enhancing the ability of policy
actors is crucial in better integration of environmental considerations in policy processes. Using
data collected in Nigeria, we develop empirical evidence on such factors so that the sectoral
policy process can be improved for environmental outcomes. The results indicate that explicit
identification of environmental challenges, better collaboration and communication between
research and policymaking, and a combination of the expertise of young analysts with the
experience of senior policymakers can improve explicit consideration and follow-up of
environmental issues in sectoral policy process. The lessons from this paper are also applicable
to the environmental considerations of the current policy roadmap for the promotion of the
agricultural sector in Nigeria, the Agriculture Promotion Policy (APP), and to other developing
countries attempting implementation of such sectoral policies.
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