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Highlights 

 First quantitative study to test the association of 
hybridization rate and various ecological and physiological 
factors. 

 Nearly one fifth of vascular plant species hybridize  

 Hybridization rates differ between life forms 

 97% of hybridizing species are perennial – implicates life 
history as a critical factor in hybridization 

 Data implicates habitat disturbance as a critical factor in 
hybridization 

 There are significantly more herbarium collections for 
hybridizing species – implications for potential bias 
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