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15 Abstract

16 Multiple contaminants can affect plant-microbial remediation processes because of 

17 their interactive effects on environmental behaviour, bioavailability and plant growth. 

18 Recent studies have suggested that arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi (AMF) can facilitate 

19 the revegetation of soils co-contaminated with rare earth elements (REEs) and heavy 

20 metals. However, little is known regarding the role of AMF in the interaction of REEs 

21 and heavy metals. A pot experiment was conducted to evaluate the effects of 

22 Claroideoglomus etunicatum on the biomass, nutrient uptake, metal uptake and 

23 translocation of maize grown in soils spiked with Lanthanum (La) and Cadmium 

24 (Cd). The results indicated that individual and combined applications of La (100 mg 

25 kg-1) and Cd (5 mg kg-1) significantly decreased root colonization rates by 22.0% to 
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