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ABSTRACT 

The Abric Romaní site (Capellades, Barcelona, Spain) constitutes a key site for understanding 

the latest Neanderthal occupations in Western Europe. Here we present a comprehensive 

systematic and taphonomic analysis of a small-mammal assemblage from Level O of the 

Abric Romaní site, with the aim of reconstructing the paleoecological context in which the 

Neanderthals lived. The assemblage, which probably dates from a stadial episode between 

Interstadial 15 and Interstadial 14, contains fifteen small mammal species, including species 

uncommon for the northeast of Iberia, such as Sciurus vulgaris, Nyctalus lasiopterus and 

Pipistrellus pipistrellus. Taphonomic studies suggest a predatory origin for the assemblage, 

probably related to Strix aluco, and paleoecological inferences suggest lower temperatures (-
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