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Abstract 

Sediments of the long-lived Lake Nanning in southern China (Guangxi Province) have yielded rich and 

diversified fossil biota of Oligocene age. The history of research on these fossils is documented 

herein, and revised lists of the flora and fauna recorded from Lake Nanning are provided. Based on 

newly collected data, the mollusc fauna and palynology of the lake sediments are assessed. 

Gastropods (Viviparidae, Stenothyridae), bivalves (Unionidae), ostracods and fish have successfully 

radiated in Lake Nanning, and developed a variety of endemic species. Shell thickening, spines, 

carinae, nodes and restricted apertures in bivalves and gastropods are interpreted as armour to 
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