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Abstract 

The Limagne Basin (French Massif Central) is an extensive continental lacustrine system 

accommodating microbial and metazoan buildups from Chattian to Aquitanian age. A 

description of these buildups and their associated biotic components in Grand Gandaillat and 

Crechy quarries provides insights into their spatio-temporal distribution patterns. Flats, 

cauliflowers, domes, cones and coalescent columnar morphologies have been identified with 

a main laminated mesofabric and laminated, columnar, filamentous and caddisfly-coated 

microfabrics. Two low-gradient margin models emerged based on the changes in the 

distribution, morphology and size of the microbial and metazoan-rich deposits through time: 
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