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Abstract The main purpose of this study was to determine the role of fishing cooperatives on the

socio – economic development of and rural areas in the Bord Khun of Bushehr, Iran. This research,

in terms of objective, was exploratory and in terms of data collection was descriptive (causal-

comparative). The under study population were active fishing cooperatives of Bord Khun. To deter-

mine the validity of the questionnaire the content validity was used which was obtained through the

views of teachers and specialists after several steps of revision. To identify the reliability of the ques-

tionnaire a pretest (30 questionnaires) was administered in Abkesh Village, of Bushehr, Iran.

Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was obtained (0.864–0.610) showing the validity of the questionnaire.

The results showed that mean total economic for the registered villages was 1.57 (SD = 0.367) and

for the non-registered villages was 1.51 (SD = 1.82). These figures indicated a very poor economic

situation of registered villagers compared to non-registered members before implementing the plan.

The total socio-cultural mean for the registered villagers was 2.122 (SD = 0.609) and for the non-

registered members was 2.578(SD = 0.673). The figures indicated better socio-cultural situation of

non-registered villagers compared to registered members before implementing the plan. It can be

claimed that the fishing cooperatives had significant impact on rural areas.
ª 2015 The Authors. Production and hosting by Elsevier B.V. on behalf of King Saud University. This is

an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

).

21

221. Introduction

23The current consensus of fisheries professionals’ is that the
24fisheries industry and aquatic resources are under of various
25threats and risks because of overfishing and the destruction
26of aquatic habitat. However, other professionals believe that
27in addition to resources crisis, the fishing industry has faced

* Corresponding author.

E-mail addresses: samian.masoud@yahoo.com, m.samian92@basu.

ac.ir (M. Samian).

Peer review under responsibility of King Saud University.

Production and hosting by Elsevier

Journal of the Saudi Society of Agricultural Sciences (2015) xxx, xxx–xxx

King Saud University

Journal of the Saudi Society of Agricultural Sciences

www.ksu.edu.sa
www.sciencedirect.com

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jssas.2015.06.001
1658-077X ª 2015 The Authors. Production and hosting by Elsevier B.V. on behalf of King Saud University.
This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).

JSSAS 161 No. of Pages 6

26 June 2015

Please cite this article in press as: Samian, M. et al., The role of fishing cooperatives on social – Economic and cultural development of rural areas of Bord Khun city of
Bushehr, Iran. Journal of the Saudi Society of Agricultural Sciences (2015), http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jssas.2015.06.001

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:samian.masoud@yahoo.com
mailto:m.samian92@basu.ac.ir
mailto:m.samian92@basu.ac.ir
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jssas.2015.06.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jssas.2015.06.001
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/1658077X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jssas.2015.06.001
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jssas.2015.06.001


28 a management crisis, which has resulted in organizational and
29 institutional problems. In most developing countries fisheries
30 resources are managed through the means of state manage-
31 ment. This top-down, centralized approach to fisheries man-
32 agement, which emphasized the role of government in
33 fisheries management, failed to protect fish stocks from over-
34 exploitation (Hollup, 2000). In addition, this centralized
35 approach has led to a lack of legitimacy (Nielsen and
36 Vedsmand, 1997). Failures of top-down approaches to fish-
37 eries management have come under scrutiny and the concept
38 of co-management has gained increasing purchase (Beem,
39 2007).
40 There has been a growing recognition that user-groups have
41 to become more actively involved in fisheries management.
42 Indeed, one of the most important differences in the area of
43 agriculture in general and fisheries in particular, is that the
44 users (i.e., the fishers) play vastly different roles.
45 Consequently, in fisheries management, one cannot ignore
46 the role of the fishermen or the users themselves play
47 (Ghasemi, 1998). According to World Bank (2006), co-
48 management refers to an arrangement through which govern-
49 ment and resource users share the responsibility for managing
50 fisheries. Co-management can be defined as a dynamic partner-
51 ship using the capacity and interest of user-groups comple-
52 mented by the ability of the fisheries administration to
53 provide enabling legislation (Nielsen and Vedsmand, 1997).
54 In addition, Hollup (2000) believed that this approach empha-
55 sizes that recourse has to be involved in the management pro-
56 cess and participation in regulatory decision-making,
57 implementation and enforcement. This approach has great
58 advantages, too. Its advantage is that the fishers can influence
59 the decisions made, while governments can ensure that long-
60 term management objectives are met. Participation in
61 decision-making gains the support of the fishers, confers legit-
62 imacy on the regulations and fosters compliance, which may
63 also reduce the costs of monitoring and surveillance
64 (Schumann, 2007; Kuperan et al., 2008; World Bank, 2006;
65 Hollup, 2000). However, co-management is a means of build-
66 ing trust and empowering stakeholders to participate in the
67 shared governance of fisheries (Beem, 2007; Jentoft, 2005;
68 World Bank, 2006). Pomeroy et al. (2001) examined the condi-
69 tions affecting the success of fisheries co-management in Asia.
70 Nowadays, sociologists shifted more attention on co-
71 operations as a way to help to reduce poverty, to increase
72 employment, and to empower marginalized groups in develop-
73 ing countries (Kofi Annan, 2005). The World Summit for
74 Social Development, held in 1995, and a united nations general
75 assembly (UNGA) resolution adopted in 1996, recognized the
76 importance of cooperatives in the people-centered approach to
77 social development (Hansen et al., 2011).
78 The concept of partnership is based on participation includ-
79 ing the process that increases people’s awareness and members
80 of the technical and general knowledge. The guidelines take
81 effect on reducing poverty, hunger and unemployment in the
82 form of participation in the unions. The cooperatives not only
83 could influence on the institutional structure but also affect
84 economic institution that can create profound connections
85 and influence human relations. Cooperatives from their incep-
86 tion in the mid-nineteenth century when presented with a pos-
87 itive performance could spread throughout the world. Every 6
88 people in the world and in every 4 people have some form of
89 cooperative membership (Ansari, 2006). Nowadays, with

90economic developments, social and cultural circumstances in
91the global community to create cooperatives have been able
92to experience new approaches. The new challenges of today’s
93cooperatives on the one hand and the adherence to sustainabil-
94ity principles in the other hand were approved by the
95International Cooperative Alliance (ICA), and accept the
96terms of the global economy. Regarding the old and new for-
97mats, the increasing power of multinationals and communities
98faces crisis point (Darwish Nia and Sedighi, 2003). In another
99study it was shown that cooperative leads to one of the most
100civilized communities and activities, needs, health, housing
101and financial services (Dogarawa, 2005). Cooperatives were
102determined by details in terms of quality and quantity of edu-
103cation and the rights of employees to support. Article 44 of the
104constitution of the country’s economic activities is divided into
105three major public and private unions (Dogarawa, 2005). After
106the Islamic Revolution in the participation of political activi-
107ties, found a significant increase in the economic success was
108in a large portion of society, while today’s economic participa-
109tion has become a historical necessity. International levels of
110participation are the special attention of many international
111organizations (UN Food and Agriculture, the International
112Fund for Agricultural Development, UNESCO, etc.). With
113the participation of cooperatives in the division of the scientific
114and practical work to find. In one of the oldest cooperatives,
115cooperative farmers are Caspian Sea. Cooperative Caspian
116Sea fisheries company since 1893, the year of the contract to
117the government fisheries north of the Russian citizens to leave.
118The government agreed in 1921 with joint investment and the
119company was formed. In 1940 to coincide with the fishing co-
120operatives during World War II first-person assembly 80–60 as
121the main centers in the gorge was formed passing way for the
122food needs of the Russian army during the war (Eslah
123Arabani, 2001). In 1330 the government of Iran Fisheries
124Organization was took over by the Russians. With regard to
125the political – and economic problems in the operation, con-
126trol, storage, reproduction, and income was created Hunters.
127Hunters was formed in 1343 the first modern cooperative.
128Today Cooperatives unite Cooperative blades as a beneficiary
129to the fish bone caught in a fishing period of 132 days to pay.
130Style hunting blade that is a group activity with the division of
131labor among its members has been replaced by the seiner.
132The livelihood of fishermen in the area and improving their
133living conditions is an essential condition for the development
134of this region (Bord Khun city of Bushehr, Iran). To achieve
135this, formation of fishing cooperatives causes the fishermen to
136have more participation in their political, economic and social
137destiny in their own development in their own areas. Therefore
138considering the necessity of this issue and the lack of a compre-
139hensive research on statistical situation of Bushehr
140Cooperatives in Dayer city, it is necessary to analyze this coop-
141erative and their role. According to what was said, the main
142purpose of this study was to clarify the role of fishing coopera-
143tives in the socio – economic development of the Bord Khun
144rural areas and consequently, the main research question would
145be: Do fishing cooperatives in Bord Khun and the covered
146areas have a positive economic and social effects of or not?
147In this regard, the following partial goals are consider:

148� What are the economic consequences of fishing coopera-
149tives projects (such as job opportunities and income) in
150Bord Khun?
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