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Highlights

We develop a theoretical framework to study how the reorganization of interactions among a group of species
within a community can facilitate its adaptation to novel environmental conditions.

Following our theoretical framework, we introduce the concept of adaptation space of a group of species: the
set of environmental conditions that can be made compatible with its persistence thorough the reorganization
of interactions among species within the group.

We find that the interactions in the community outside a group can act as structural constraints and be used
to quantitatively compare the size of the adaptation space among different groups of species.
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We validate our framework on empirical data.
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