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Highlights

e \We examined captive coyote behavior and their utilization of enclosure features.

We compared effects between periods with and without human activity.

Coyotes were less inactive and more vigilant during human activity.

There was an increase in use of enclosure perimeters during human activity.

Coyotes utilized open areas and enrichment structures less during human activity.

ABSTRACT

Human interactions can alter an animal’s behavior and utilization of its surroundings, and how
this impacts the welfare of some captive wild animals is of growing concern. Structural enrichment
shelters offer weather protection, reprieve space from other animals or humans, or resting space.
Perimeter or open space may be important during periods of activity, such as foraging or play. This
study addressed the effects of human activity on coyote behavioral budgeting and enclosure

utilization. We predicted that human activity would affect coyote behavior and spatial utilization
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