
Accepted Manuscript

Title: Why do dogs play? A review of the function of play in
the domestic dog

Authors: Rebecca Sommerville, Emily A. O’Connor, Lucy
Asher

PII: S0168-1591(17)30257-5
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.applanim.2017.09.007
Reference: APPLAN 4513

To appear in: APPLAN

Received date: 16-3-2017
Revised date: 10-9-2017
Accepted date: 12-9-2017

Please cite this article as: Sommerville, Rebecca, O’Connor, Emily A., Asher, Lucy,
Why do dogs play? A review of the function of play in the domestic dog.Applied Animal
Behaviour Science http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.applanim.2017.09.007

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.applanim.2017.09.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.applanim.2017.09.007


1 

 

Why do dogs play? A review of the function of play in the domestic dog 

indicates play is not a general indicator of positive welfare in dogs 
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Highlights 

 Dogs are a product of artificial selection which has led to a high prevalence of play. 

 Dog play seems to function mainly to develop motor skills and for social cohesion. 

 Context defines the differing functions and welfare implications of play. 
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