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Highlights

e Goats preferred to lie on rubber mats and plastic slats
e Goats preferred to eliminate on wood shavings

e  Providing goats with multiple flooring options may better meet their needs

ABSTRACT

Flooring is an important component of indoor housing systems for livestock as it can impact
animal hygiene and welfare. Therefore, the aim of this study was to evaluate the lying and
elimination preferences of goats, as well as their relative udder cleanliness, when presented
with four different flooring types. At 8 months of age, 32 non-lactating female Saanen cross

does (45.4 + 6.10 kg) were restricted to one of four different flooring types for 10 days (2.9
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