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Abstract

Soil seed banks are a vital part of ecosystemsirghence community dynamics
and regeneration. Although soil seed banks in miffe habitats have been reported,
how soil seed banks vary with elevational gradiemtdifferent climatic zones is still
unknown. This paper investigates seed density, ispeacomposition and
nonconstituent species of forest soil seed banksimman Province, southwest China.
Similarity between the soil seed bank and standeggtation was also examined. We
collected soil samples from sites spanning 12 élews in tropical rain forests,
subtropical evergreen broad-leaved forests and l@ukaconiferous forests, and
transported them to a glasshouse for germinatials tior species identification. The
soil seed banks of tropical and subtropical forasis much higher seed densities and

species richness than those of subalpine foresedsSof woody species dominated
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