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Abstract 

In the Rhône Valley, a north-south oriented Cenozoic rift in southeast France, thick Pleistocene loess 

deposits have been recognized since the beginning of the last century. These loess records, which are 

disconnected from the North European Loess Belt (NELB), are of significant interest to document 

the evolution of perimediterranean landscapes and environments during the Last Glacial. To 

overcome the poor precision of available aeolian distribution maps, aeolian deposits were mapped 

using the topsoil textural database provided by the Land Use and Cover Area frame Statistical 
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