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ABSTRACT 

Heavy mineral and detrital magnetite geochemistry were analyzed to extract sediment 

provenance indexes from different reaches of the modern Yangtze River which were 

used to trace sediment source of the Yangtze Delta and to speculate its 

geomorphology change since the Pliocene. Our results show that diagnostic heavy 

minerals of the upper Yangtze sediment are characterized by clinopyroxene (12% on 
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