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1. Introduction

Science has grown from our need to understand the world around us.

Seismology is no different, with earthquakes and their destructive effect on

society providing the motivation to understand the Earth’s seismic wavefield.

The question of when seismology as a science really began is an interesting

one, but it is unlikely that there will ever be a universally agreed-upon date,

partly because of the incompleteness of the historical record, and partly be-

cause the definition of what constitutes science varies from person to person.

For instance, one could regard 1889 as the true birth of seismology, because

that is when the first distant earthquake was detected by an instrument; in

this case Ernst von Rebeur-Paschwitz detected an earthquake in Japan us-

ing a pendulum in Potsdam, Germany (Ben-Menahem, 1995). However, even
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