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Abstract

Upper Jurassic-lowermost Cretaceous carbonate build-ups are imaged on seismic data in the Black
Sea. They form important, untested, hydrocarbon reservoirs that are the focus of active exploration.
Outcrop analogues to these build-ups around the Black Sea contain a series of subaerial exposure
surfaces. The hiatuses associated with a number of these subaerial exposure surfaces have been
dated in a well exposed Callovian or Upper Oxfordian to Barremian shallow-water inner platform
carbonate succession (the Berdiga Formation) in the Eastern Pontides using strontium isotope
stratigraphy and foraminiferal biostratigraphy. They span the latest Kimmeridgian to Tithonian or

Berriasian, and the Hauterivian to Barremian. Less well constrained, but broadly contemporaneous
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