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Abstract

The Main Ethiopian Rift (MER, ~7-9 °N) is the type example of a magma-assisted continental
rift. The rift axis is populated with regularly spaced silicic caldera complexes and central
stratovolcanoes, interspersed with large fields of small mafic scoria cones. The recent (latest
Pleistocene to Holocene) history of volcanism in the MER is poorly known, and no eruptions

have occurred in the living memory of the local population. Assessment of contemporary
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