
Accepted Manuscript

Soil Thematic Strategy: an important contribution to policy support, research, data
development and raising the awareness.

Panos Panagos, Luca Montanarella

PII: S2468-5844(17)30053-3

DOI: 10.1016/j.coesh.2018.04.008

Reference: COESH 43

To appear in: Current Opinion in Environmental Science & Health

Received Date: 13 February 2018

Revised Date: 12 April 2018

Accepted Date: 27 April 2018

Please cite this article as: Panagos P, Montanarella L, Soil Thematic Strategy: an important contribution
to policy support, research, data development and raising the awareness., Current Opinion in
Environmental Science & Health (2018), doi: 10.1016/j.coesh.2018.04.008.

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service to
our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo
copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please
note that during the production process errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all
legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.coesh.2018.04.008


M
ANUSCRIP

T

 

ACCEPTE
D

ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

1 

 

Soil Thematic Strategy: an important contribution to policy support, 

research, data development and raising the awareness. 

 Panos Panagos
*1 

,
 
Luca Montanarella

1 

1 
European Commission, Joint Research Centre 

* 
Contact: Panos Panagos, E-mail: panos.panagos@ec.europa.eu 

 

Abstract 

There has been the recognition that trans-national binding legal agreements related to soils are 

very difficult to achieve, given the sensitivities related to national sovereignty in relation to land 

and soils. However, the Soil Thematic Strategy played an important role to raise the awareness 

of soil importance, integrate soils in different policy areas (agriculture, climate change, SDGs), 

develop research findings and finally increase our know how on European Soils. The Soil 

Thematic Strategy continue to be the main policy instrument dedicated to foster soil protection 

in the European Union (EU). The EU consider the importance of soils and land degradation 

taking into account global challenges such as the sustainable production intensification, food 

security, climate change and escalating population growth. During the last decade both the 7
th

 

Framework Programme for Research (FP7) and the HORIZON2020 financed research and 

innovation projects for advancing soil protection and better understanding of soil management 

in EU. 

 

Introduction and some historical aspects  

European environment policy has evolved significantly since the 1970s. The European 

Commission paid attention in having cleaner air, best-quality water and a better understanding 

of our dependence on a healthy environment. In late 90’s , the European Commission tried to 

integrate the needs of the environment into the development and implementation of other 

policies, particularly in five key sectors -agriculture, energy, industry, transport and tourism [1]. 

European Union citizens recognized that environmental problems go beyond national and 

regional borders and can only be resolved through concerted action at EU and international 

level [2]. 

In response to concerns about the degradation of soils in the European Union, the Commission 

published in April 2002 a Communication "Towards a Thematic Strategy for Soil Protection"
 
 [3]. 

This was the first occasion on which the Commission has addressed soil protection for its own 

sake and therefore the Communication is both broad and descriptive in approach as well as 

charting the way forward. The Thematic Strategy for Soil Protection was adopted by the 

European Commission in September 2006 and consist of a Communication from the 
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