
Accepted Manuscript

Title: A study of vertical separation in Japanese passenger
railways

Author: Fumio Kurosaki

PII: S2213-624X(17)30284-5
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cstp.2017.09.004
Reference: CSTP 196

To appear in:

Received date: 27-9-2016
Revised date: 10-9-2017
Accepted date: 25-9-2017

Please cite this article as: Kurosaki, Fumio, A study of vertical
separation in Japanese passenger railways.Case Studies on Transport Policy
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cstp.2017.09.004

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cstp.2017.09.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cstp.2017.09.004


1 

 

A study of vertical separation in Japanese passenger railways 

 

Fumio KUROSAKIa 

 
aInstitute of Transportation Economics, 34 Shinanomachi Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160-0016, Japan 
 

            Tel.: +81-3-5363-3103; fax: +81-3-5363-3115. 

E-mail address: FumioKurosaki@itej.or.jp 

 

Highlights 

 

· Characteristics of vertical separation in the Japanese railway sector are clarified. 

· Difference of vertical separation in Japan and that in EU countries is clarified. 

· A public-private contract in regional rail transport in Japan is proposed. 

 

Abstract 

In recent years, the Japanese railway sector adopted vertical separation in certain circumstances. 

This research investigated the recent Japanese policies and clarified the characteristics of 

vertically separated railways in Japan compared with those in Europe. When we consider the 

current status of Japanese railways where traffic is dense on many lines, the study concludes 

that a single railway company should manage railway operations as a whole even if the public 

sector retains ownership of the infrastructure. As one of the lessons learned from European 

experiences, it appears worthwhile to introduce railway operations based on a public–private 

contract for more cases in regional rail transport in Japan. 
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1. Introduction 

Different from the railways in Europe, most of the passenger railways in Japan own the 

infrastructure, and thus maintain an integrated structure. Besides the costs of train operation, 

they also pay the maintenance costs of the infrastructure.  

Nevertheless, it has been difficult to cover all the investment into infrastructure through 
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