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ABSTRACT 

Many individuals sporadically and circumstantially sample addictive drugs, yet few become 

addicted. The individual vulnerabilities underlying the development of addiction are not well 

understood. Correlational findings show that early life adversity is ass ociated with a greater 

propensity to develop drug addiction. However, the mechanisms by which early life adversity 

increases addiction vulnerability are unknown. Separate lines of research have found that 

several traits are associated with addiction. Here, we examined the effects of early life adversity 

on addiction-related traits in adulthood. We weaned male and female Sprague-Dawley rats 

(postnatal day – PND21) and randomly assigned them to either a non-adversity group (N-ADV) 
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