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Highlights: 

 First review to examine family members’ roles across several chronic 

diseases.  

 Similarities and differences exist in family involvement depending on the 

context. 

 Two iInnovative themes: FMs’ influence (how/ and when) and patterns of 

family involvement. decision-making. 

 Research implication: quantitative tools need to be developed. 

 Clinical implication: physicians should include FMs in treatment decision-

making. 
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