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Abstract 

The Australian government has recently announced major reforms to the private health 

insurance (PHI) system. Amongst the changes are the removal of government-subsidised 

PHI rebates for consultations with most unregistered complementary medicine practitioners, 

including naturopathy. However, there are several doubts about these reforms, as this 

commentary explains, which primarily relate to (1) the basis of the decision, and (2) the 

consequences of the proposed changes. In terms of the former, an insufficient clinical 
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