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Abstract

As part of an ongoing study of the medicinal plants of the Yucatec Maya, Casimiroa tetrameria was investigated for its phyto-
chemistry. From an ethyl acetate partition of an ethanol extract of the leaves, eight flavonoids and a furanocoumarin were isolated
and characterised as 5,6,2",3’,5',6’-hexamethoxyflavone, 5,6,2',3’,6’-pentamethoxyflavone and 5-methoxy-8-(3”-hydroxymethyl-but-
2"-enyloxy)-psoralen using a combination of 'H, '*C NMR and NOESY spectroscopy.
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1. Introduction

The Yucatec Maya (Mexico) use Casimiroa tetrame-
ria Millsp. (Rutaceae), which is commonly known as
Yuy, for treating gastrointestinal problems, especially
diarrhoea, dysentery and gastrointestinal cramps. The
usage of this plant as well as those of numerous other
species was documented in a detailed ethnobotanical
study (Ankli et al., 1999). The closely related C. edulis
yields an economically important fruit known as white
sapote or Mexican apple. Currently six species are
recognised in the genus, but a systematic re-evaluation
would be desirable and therefore, a detailed comparative
phytochemical analysis of these species may be of rele-
vance for such an evaluation. C. tetrameria is relatively
well circumscribed, with its characteristic five lobed
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leaves in combination with a fruit which contains only
one 13-14 mm long seed (Martinez, 1951). This study
is part of an ongoing project on the indigenous use of
medicinal plants in the Lowlands of México (Heinrich,
1998, 2003; Leonti et al., 2003).

2. Results and discussion

The phytochemical investigation focused on the ethyl
acetate partition of an ethanolic extract of the dried
leaves of Casimiroa tetrameria (Heneka, 2002; Heinrich
etal., 2005). Further fractionation of this extract resulted
in the isolation of 13 compounds, two new and six known
polymethoxylated flavonoids (1-8), four flavonoid gly-
cosides (9-12) and one new furanocoumarin (13).

The eight polymethoxylated flavonoids were not all
obtained in pure form, but two of them could be identi-
fied from a mixture. The structures of the two new com-
pounds 5,6,2",3’,5',6’-hexamethoxyflavone (1, 9 mg) and
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5,6,2',3',6'-pentamethoxyflavone (2, 13 mg obtained as a
mixture together with 6, zapotin, 5,6,2’,6'-tetrameth-
oxyflavone) were elucidated using 'H NMR, 'H-'H
NOESY, "*C NMR and EI-MS.

EI-MS indicated a molecular ion of m/z 402
(C,1H»,0g) for compound 1. Fragments at m/z 165 and
137 support the dimethoxy substitution of ring A (cf.
Meyer et al., 1985). The "H NMR spectrum exhibited
only four signals in the aromatic region, and four signals
corresponding to six —OCHj; groups. These data sug-
gested a hexamethoxylated flavonoid. The base peak
at m/z 387 indicated the elimination of a methyl group
(—~CH3) and the facile loss of this group in the mass spec-
trum has been suggested by Dreyer and Bertelli (1967) to
indicate a methoxyl group at position C-5 of the flavo-
noid nucleus. This methoxyl group (dy 3.98) gave an
NOE correlation to a further methoxyl (at C-6, 3.91, s)
which had a further NOE correlation to an aromatic pro-
ton at oy 7.26 (d) placed at C-7 of the A-ring of the fla-
vonoid. In the COSY spectrum this proton had an ortho
coupling to a further aromatic proton (éy 7.17, d,
J = 9 Hz) which was assigned as H-8 and therefore com-
pleted the A-ring of the flavonoid. In addition, the data
for the A ring of compound 1 were nearly identical with
those for zapotin (5,6,2',6'-tetramethoxyflavone, 6).

Assigning the signals for rings B and C was again
possible with the help of a '"H NOESY experiment.
The two signals at 6.29 (1H, s) and 6.67 ppm (1H, s)
and especially the two signals of methoxyl groups at
on 3.75 (6H, s) and Jy; 3.88 (6H, s), each of them repre-
senting a total of six protons, pointed to a symmetrical
structure of ring B with a single proton at C-4’. The sig-
nal at 6.67 ppm (H-4’) showed an intense NOESY
coupling with the singlet signal at dy 3.88 (methoxyls
at C-3’ and C-5’), which in turn showed an interaction
to the methoxyl signal at 3.75 ppm (methoxyls at C-2'/
C-6'). This methoxyl resonance gave a NOESY coupling
to the remaining resonance at 6.29 (s) indicating that
this is H-3. Consequently compound 1 was identified
as 5,6,2,3',5’,6’-hexamethoxyflavone, which to the best
of our knowledge has not been identified in nature.

The NMR data of 2 were similar to those of 1
although only five methoxyl groups were present and
this was isolated as a mixture with approximately 17%
of zapotin (6). The A and C-ring resonances were com-
parable with those of 1 whereas the presence of two pro-
tons at 6.65 (1H, d) and 6.98 ppm (1H, d) showing an
ortho coupling to each other (J =9 Hz) in the 'H spec-
trum suggested a different B-ring substitution pattern.
Again the NOESY spectrum was highly informative
with cross-peaks between the doublet at 6.98 ppm and
the signal of a methoxyl group at dyg 3.85 (3H, s). Addi-
tionally, a cross-peak was observed between the proton
signal at 6.65 ppm and an OCHj3-signal at 3.73 ppm (s),
which was at the highest field. This pattern established
that the two protons were positioned at C-4’ and C-5’

and that there were OCH; groups at C-2’, C-3', and
C-6'. Calculating the chemical shift with the increment
rule resulted in assigning the signal at 6.65 ppm to
H-5'. The remaining methoxyl signal at 3.83 ppm with
no interaction with other protons was assigned to a
methoxyl group at C-2’. Zapotin (6), which is also pres-
ent in the fraction, was identified by comparing the '*C
and 'H NMR data with an authentic sample and by
comparison with the literature (Dreyer and Bertelli,
1967). 2 is therefore assigned as 5,6,2’,3’,6’-pentameth-
oxyflavone and is reported here for the first time.

The main constituent 5,6,3’,4’,5'-pentamethoxyflav-
one (cerrosilin B, 4, 162 mg), and 5,6,2',3’,4’-pentameth-
oxyflavone (5, 8 mg) had identical spectra to previously
isolated material from Sargentia greggii (Dominguez
and Villegas, 1976) and Ardisia floribunda (Myrsinaceae,
Parveen and Khan, 1987), respectively. Three tetrameth-
oxyflavones (6 as a mixture with 2, 7 and 8) were iden-
tified by comparison with already published data. The
spectral data of 5,6,3’,4'-tetramethoxyflavone (7,
14 mg) and 5,6,3’,5'-tetramethoxyflavone (cerrosillin, 8,
8 mg) are identical to those from the scientific literature
(Dreyer, 1968; Parveen and Khan, 1987, respectively).

The four flavonoid glycosides [quercetin-3-O-gluco-
side (9, 8 mg), quercetin-3-O-rutinoside (10, 11 mg),
kaempferol-3-O-glucoside (11, 15 mg) and kaempferol-
3-O-rutinoside (12, 12 mg)] were also isolated from the
ethyl acetate partition and identified by comparing the
'"H NMR data with that from the literature (Strack
et al., 1989; Parker and Bohm, 1975).

Compound 13 was isolated from the ethyl acetate
partition using Sephadex LH 20 eluting with MeOH
(100%) and a two-step RP;3;-HPLC (MeOH-H,O 50-
100 and ACN/MeOH/H,O — 42.6/5.3/52.1) separation.
Four proton signals in the aromatic regions formed a
pair of two AB systems (H-3, dy 6.27, d and H-4,
8.11, d) and (H-3', 6y 6.98, d and H-2’, dy 7.61, d) con-
firmed the typical pattern of a linear furanocoumarin
(Stavri et al., 2003). The strong downfield shift of one
of these protons (H-4) indicated the presence of O-sub-
stitution at C-5 (Razdan et al., 1987) and this was con-
firmed by a signal of an OCHj3-group at 4.16 ppm shown
to be in close proximity to H-4 by a correlation in the
NOESY spectrum. The remaining four '"H NMR signals
[0n 1.85 (3H, methyl, s), oy 4.24 (2H, hydroxymethyl, s),
ox 4.86 (2H, oxymethylene, d), dy; 5.71(1H, olefin, 7)]
were characteristic of a prenyloxy group, in which one
of the methyl groups had been oxidised to an hydroxy-
methyl. This hydroxymethyl group was cis with respect
to the oxymethylene group of the prenyl substituent
on the basis of a NOESY correlation between the two
moieties. As C-5, C-6 and C-7 of the coumarin nucleus
are all substituted, the prenyloxy group must be placed
at position C-8. The base beak of m/z 316 suggested a
molecular formula of C;;H;(0O¢ and compound 13
is therefore identified as the new furanocoumarin
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