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Abstract

The article considers social and economic challenges that Russia faces in the context 
of present-day global transformation. Key technological, economic, and social trends, 
which determine the contours of the post-crisis world, are analyzed. A long-term agenda 
for the country’s development aimed at securing a new quality of economic growth is 
proposed.
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1. Introduction: Structural crisis and the Russian agenda

The modern age is characterized by new priorities and challenges and by new 
approaches to problems facing Russia and other countries. This article attempts 

affecting the situation in our country. They are creating new opportunities for 
 accelerated growth while imposing restrictions that cannot be ignored.

This article does not offer a detailed action plan, nor does it describe a set of 
particular economic tools. There are other purposes for this article. First of all, 
decisions are prepared and adopted by the Russian President and Government 

until 2018 is a major policy document, we focus on the Plan of First Priority 
Actions to Ensure the Sustainable Development of the Economy and Social 
Stability of 2015, which is often referred to as the Government’s Anti-Crisis 
Plan.
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Due to the presence of various points of tension and of local, regional and other 
crises, the world remains unstable, and there is no fast and easy way out. As for 

Geopolitical conditions and sanctions are not the only reasons cited here. These 
factors only account for part of the problem, which has resulted from broader and 
more fundamental processes, i.e., a profound transformation of the world order.

The present situation is not unique to human history. Similar crises have 
 occurred in the global economy and in individual countries quite recently . 
The crises of 1997—1998 and 2008—2009 are still fresh in our memory. 
Moreover, Russia’s experience in the 1980s, when the country plunged into 
macroeconomic and structural crisis, is still relevant — unless we wish to repeat 

through a number of various crises and transformations (including deep and 

pearance. Today, as in the past, controllable factors are being interlaced with 

-

of today’s challenging circumstances, we must still formulate strategic goals and 
objectives that we ultimately want to achieve. That is, goals must be clearly articu-

-

suitable here) the group of states with the highest standard of living. To become 
a member of this group, a country must meet certain levels of per capita GDP and 

In regards to many social and economic parameters and to the development 

-

ries, and this gap is measured by time rather than by percent levels. This problem  

has not been so straightforward since then, with Europe trailing behind Russia 

-
ward throughout history. Neither the centralized administrative economy with 

commodity-based model have succeeded in closing this gap, although it has in-
deed been reduced over the past 10–15 years.
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