
 

Accepted Manuscript

Do Children Benefit from Universal Early Childhood Education and
Care? A Meta-Analysis of Evidence from Natural Experiments

Thomas van Huizen , Janneke Plantenga

PII: S0272-7757(16)30378-8
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.econedurev.2018.08.001
Reference: ECOEDU 1824

To appear in: Economics of Education Review

Received date: 18 July 2016
Revised date: 7 August 2018
Accepted date: 7 August 2018

Please cite this article as: Thomas van Huizen , Janneke Plantenga , Do Children Benefit from Uni-
versal Early Childhood Education and Care? A Meta-Analysis of Evidence from Natural Experiments,
Economics of Education Review (2018), doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.econedurev.2018.08.001

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service
to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo
copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please
note that during the production process errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and
all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.econedurev.2018.08.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.econedurev.2018.08.001


ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

ACCEPTED M
ANUSCRIP

T

Highlights 
 We provide a meta-analysis of the effects of universal ECEC on children’s outcomes 

 We focus on studies exploiting natural experiments to identify the causal effects 

 The results show that ECEC quality matters critically 

 The evidence does not indicate that effects are fading out in the long run 

 The gains of ECEC are concentrated within children from lower SES families 
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