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PERSPECTIVAS TEÓRICAS 
USADAS PARA EL ESTUDIO DE 
LA RESPONSABILIDAD SOCIAL 

EMPRESARIAL: UNA CLASIFICACIÓN 
CON BASE EN SU RACIONALIDAD1
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últimos treinta y ocho años, este trabajo pretende dos objetivos principales. 
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tanto sus preceptos fundamentales como las principales críticas a que se han 
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teorías de la RSE basada en dos criterios: (i) la racionalidad predominante 
que subyace a cada una de ellas y (ii) la concepción del rol de la institución 
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mienta útil para combinar apropiadamente perspectivas teóricas con distintas 
racionalidades, enriqueciendo así la labor de quienes estudian la RSE.
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ABSTRACT
Theoretical perspectives for 
studying corporate social re-
sponsibility: a rationality-based 
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Based on an in-depth review of rel-
evant literature published in the last 
38 years, this work has two main 
objectives. First of all, it is aimed at 
identifying, reviewing, and synthe-
sizing theories used in the literature 
for studying Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR). It discusses both 
the fundamental premises and the 
main criticism to which it has been 
subject. Secondly, it is geared toward 
classifying these theories by means of 
the application of the two following 
criteria: (i) the underlying primary 
rationality of each theory, and (ii) 
the conception of the role of business 
institutions in the society for which 
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a useful tool for properly combining 
theoretical perspectives and various 
rationalities, thus enriching the work 
of those who are concerned with the 
study of CSR. 

KEYWORDS
Theoretical perspectives, CSR ratio-
nality, role of companies in society.

RESUMO
Perspectivas teóricas utilizadas 
para o estudo da responsabi-
lidade social corporativa: uma 
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didade da literatura relevante dos 
últimos trinta e oito anos, esse tra-
balho visa dois objetivos principais. 
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e sintetizar as teorias utilizadas na 
literatura para o estudo de Respon-
sabilidade Social Empresarial (RSE), 
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em dois critérios: (i) a racionalidade 
predominante subjacente a cada uma 
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uma ferramenta útil para combinar 
adequadamente perspectivas teóricas 
com diferentes racionalidades, enri-
quecendo assim o trabalho daqueles 
que estudam a RSE.
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